
 

  
 

 

SAN JOSE JAZZ HIGH SCHOOL ALL STARS 

 

The High School All Stars is a regional, audition-based, advanced music education program for 

students who want to engage in the study and performance of jazz. The program includes a 

large ensemble and a combo. It’s designed to help students achieve a mastery of performance 

and improvisation techniques while advancing their knowledge of music theory, arranging, 

composition, performance, and jazz history. The program is under the direction of Dr. Aaron 

Lington, professor of music and coordinator of the Jazz Studies Program at San José State 

University.  

 

San Jose Jazz was founded in 1986 and the High School All Stars was founded in 1997.  

 

The program is for high school students who are advanced musicians. The High School All Stars 

is a regional program; San Jose Jazz invites students from throughout the Bay Area to audition. 

One must commit to attend rehearsals and performances.  

 

Students are selected through a competitive audition process conducted by Dr. Aaron Lington. 

The audition includes 1) sight-reading etude in the jazz idiom; 2) demonstrating knowledge of 

all 12 major scales; and 3) improvising on a 12-bar blues in F (optional).  

 

Typically, auditions are scheduled for a Sunday in October or November with rehearsals 

beginning in early December. The High School All Stars program is scheduled to begin 

rehearsals after marching band season. The final performances for the large ensemble conclude 

at San Jose Jazz Summer Fest during the second weekend in August. The combo will continue 

playing gigs until the next group of High School All Stars is chosen.  

 

Piano/keyboard, bass, drums/percussion, guitar, saxophone, trombone, and trumpet but other 

instruments (flute, oboe, vibes, etc.) are welcome as well.  

 

The cost of participating in the program is $350 per year. This includes roughly 60 hours of 

rehearsals at San Jose State University with Dr. Lington, additional hours of rehearsal for those 

selected to participate in the combo, and hours of performing. All families are required to 

become members of San Jose Jazz. A limited number of scholarships are available for students 

who participate in the free or reduced lunch program at their school. Underclassmen are 

expected to attend Summer Jazz Camp at a special reduced rate where they will continue to 

grow as musicians and provide leadership to less experienced students.  



 

  
 

 

The large ensemble rehearses once a week for two hours.  

 

The large ensemble rehearses on Wednesday evenings from 7-9pm at SJSU.  

 

Those times and days will be determined. The combo is led by a graduate student, who reports 

to Dr. Lington, from SJSU’s music department.  

 

Dr. Lington selects the musicians for the combo. The combo begins with keyboard, bass, and 

percussion, beyond that, Dr. Lington determines the makeup of the group.  

 

The High School All Stars and their parents receive information in a number of ways: from Dr. 

Lington at rehearsals; emails from San Jose Jazz Director of Education, Harley Christensen; and 

on the High School All Stars webpage located on the San Jose Jazz website where critical 

performance information will be found as well as photographs and videos.  

 

Information about all of the other programs can be found on the San Jose Jazz website. The two 

most significant programs for High School All Stars are Summer Jazz Camp and the San Jose 

Jazz Summer Fest Next Gen Stage.  

 

 Summer Jazz Camp is a two-week learning lab for talented and committed middle and 

high school music students with backgrounds that range from intermediate to the pre-

professional level. Students learn from professional musicians/educators and collaborate 

with young people from throughout the Greater Bay Area and beyond. Students engage in 

daylong immersion into all aspects of Jazz. Included in the program is music theory, ear 

training, rhythm classes, and various levels and styles of improvisation. Each student is 

placed into a small ensemble and a big band, and select advanced level students have 

an opportunity to participate in the Latin Jazz Big Band or the Summer Jazz Camp ‘A’ 

band which focuses on playing the repertoire of historically important Jazz composers 

such as Duke Ellington, Buddy Rich, John Clayton, Thad Jones and more. 

 

 Progressions is a research-based, K-12, youth development program that uses a rigorous 

music education program to connect with low-income, at-risk students after school and 

on weekends. 


